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	Learning Outcome 1

Describe the various technologies used in the telecommunications industry. Access historical events that have influenced the development of the telecommunications industry.

	Recommended Resources for Learning Activity

Guide to Telecommunications Technologies, Tamara Dean, Course Technology. 
2003. (ISBN# 0-619-03547-1)

The Irwin Handbook of Telecommunications, 4th Edition, James Harry Green, McGraw-Hill, 2000. (ISBN 0-07-135554-5)

The Essential Guide to Telecommunications, 4th Edition, Annabel Z. Dodd, Prentice Hall, 2005. (0-13-148725-6)

Examples of Internet web sites are (NOTE: these links were active at the time this lab was created, but they may change at any time.  Instructors should revalidate the links prior to each class use.)


www.netvalley.com/internet_history-right1.htm
http://telecom.tbi.net/history1.html
http://www.caslon.com.au/revolutionsprofile2.htm


	Recommended Instructor Preparation for Learning Activity

The initial learning objective is to explain the history of the telecommunications industry and to relate the major events leading to the telecommunications industry of today.  The instructor should read the above texts or similar appropriate texts and research the Internet to gain this knowledge.  Additionally, the instructor should research the series of events that have produced the current situation and issues in the telecommunications industry.  

	Capture Student Attention: 

Leading questions:

Who invented the device that signals the beginning of the telecommunication industry?

What device was invented that signals the beginning of the telecommunication industry?

When was the earliest telecommunication devices invented?




	Develop Learning Activity:

Students will research and find events from the 1800s through today that impact the ever-changing telecommunications industry and will present results in sequential timeline. The timeline should reflect technical, political, and social events that continue to shape the telecom industry today and in the future.  The timeline can be assigned to individual students, teams of students, or the entire class.  Additionally, each student may develop a timeline and at a later date a team or the entire class may merge their information. 

Timeline software is available at no cost on the Internet.  Additionally, the Microsoft Education page has information for using Microsoft Excel or Microsoft Word to develop and display a timeline.

Free software download to develop a timeline:

http://www.smartdraw.com/specials/timelines.asp?id=41963
Microsoft Education page for developing a timeline in Excel or Word:

http://www.microsoft.com/Education/CreateTimeline.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/education/timelinesword.mspx


	Have students complete Lab – on separate page(s) from these instructions

	Conclude Learning Activity:

Instructor will ask leading questions and solicit responses from students to summarize the concepts of the learning activity and give a quiz to reinforce the Learning Outcomes.
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Telecommunication Timeline Lab
1. Research events that began in the 1800s leading to the telecommunication revolution that continues today.

2. Develop a timeline or equivalent document or other means of presentation to capture the technical, social, and/or political relationship of these events in sequence.

3. Identify and explain the three events you believe to have had the biggest impact on the telecommunication industry as part of your timeline.

4. Continue to modify your timeline throughout the course.
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