
Recently  Opened  files
n RecentDocs

n Entries  indicating  which  files  were  most  recently  used
n HDEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\C
urrentVersion\Explorer\RecentDocs

n It  can  be  cleared  through  the  Taskbar  and  Start  Menu  
Properties  dialog

n Classic  Start  menu  Customize…

n Find  mapped  drives
n HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Network
n HDEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\C
orrentVersion\Explorer\Map  Network  Drive  MRU



RecentDocs
n The  recently  accessed  documents  could  be  found  at  RecentDocs subkey at:
Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Explorer\RecentDocs.

n RecentDocs contains  subkeys for  every  file  type  used  on  the  system (e.g.  a  
subkey for  .csv,  .doc,  .mp3,  etc.).

n Each  of  these  subkeys will  contain  its  own  MRUListEx that  records  the  order  of  
the  recent  accessed  files  for  each  extension.  For  instance,  if  the  MRUListEx value  
is  “  3,  2,  1,0”  it  means  the  order  of  the  most  recent  accessed  files  was  – file  3,  
file  2,  file  1  and  file  0.  The  exact  file  names  can  be  found  by  clicking  0,  1,2,  and  
3  entries  in  the  list.

n Each  entry  in  the MRUListEx is  a  little  endian  4  byte  value.  That  is,  each  entry  is  
32-­bit  integer  with  the  least  significant  byte  stored  at  the  beginning  of  the  entry.  
E.g.  ‘3’  would  be  shown  as  ‘03  00  00  00.’
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